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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Applicant's Amendment filed 2/1/2008. 
Claims 19-38 are pending. Claims 1-18 are canceled. Claims 19-38 are new added. 

Drawings 

2. Applicant's amendments to the drawings filed on 2/1/2008, have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The objections to the drawings have been withdrawn. 



Specification 

3. Applicant's amendments to the specification filed on 2/1/2008, have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The objections to the specification have been 
withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States 
only If the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

5. Claims 19-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Geyer 



et al. 



(US PGPub 2005/016589). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/81 6,31 9 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2153 

6. In regards to claim 19, Geyer et al. discloses a metliod for sliaring system 
network objects between computers, each system networl< object liaving multiple copies 
stored at different computers, comprising: 

a. providing a shared context (1|0023 line(s) 11-16), the shared context 
having a unique identifier (fig. 2 #32, 1|0029 line(s) 10), a number of associated 
system network objects (fig. 2 #34, ^0030 line(s) 1-2), identifications of 
computers that store copies of each system network object (1|0025 line(s) 8-11, 
110027 line(s) 1-2, 5-11), and security permissions indicating access rights of 
computers to the context and the system network objects (fig. 2 #32, 1|0023 
line(s) 12-15, 1|0029 line(s) 12); 

b. receiving from a first computer a request to join the shared context 
identified by the unique identifier (1|0026 line(s) 16-17, 1|0030 line(s) 14-19, 
110035 line(s) 8-9, teach that a user can request to gain access Qoin) a 
shared object (chat session).); 

c. in response to receiving from the first computer a request to join the 
shared context (1|0026 line(s) 17-19), determining whether the first computer has 
permission to join the shared context and if the first computer has permission to 
join the shared context (1[0039 line(s) 7-10), granting permission to the first 
computer to join the shared context (1|0036 line(s) 11-13, 1|0039 line(s) 14-17); 
and 
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d. after the first computer has joined the shared context (^0026 line(s) 17- 
19), 

i. receiving from the first computer a request to modify a first system 
network object associated with the shared context (1|0035 line(s) 6-8, 
110039 line(s) 5-7); 

ii. in response to receiving from the first computer a request to modify 
a first system network object associated with the shared context, 
determining whether the first computer has permission to modify the first 
system network object and if the first computer has permission to modify 
the first system network object (1|0039 line(s) 7-10), granting permission 
to the first computer to modify the first system network object (1|0036 
line(s) 11-13, 110039 line(s) 14-17); 

iii. when the first computer has been granted permission to modify the 
first system network object, determining whether each computer that 
stores a copy of the first system network object (1|0026 line(s) 1-4) as 
indicated by the shared context is available to modify its copy (1|0041 
line(s) 7-17, 22-25, teach that the client waits before beginning 
modification till after the client response to the request (i.e. 
determining if all the computers are available for modification.).); 

iv. when it is determined that each computer that stores a copy of the 
first system network object is available to modify its copy, synchronizing 
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the first system network object by notifying each computer that stores a 
copy of the first system network object of the modification so that each 
computer can modify its copy of the first system network object (1|0025 
line(s) 8-11, 1|0039 line(s) 20-23); and 

V. when at least one computer that stores a copy of the first system 
network object Is not available to modify its copy, not modifying any copies 
of the first system network object (1|0041 line(s) 7-17, 22-25, teach that 
the client waits before beginning modification till after the client 
response to the request, inherently when the client is not available 
not updating/modifying any of the copies.)- 

7. In regards to claims 20, 26 and 33 Geyer et al. discloses wherein the request to 
modify a first system network object includes a request to invoke a method of the first 
system network object (1|0030 line(s) 14-17, 1|0035 line(s) 8-9). 

8. In regards to claims 21 and 27 Geyer et al. discloses wherein the first computer 
stores at least one copy of the first system network object (1|0026 line(s) 1-4). 

9. In regards to claims 22, 28, and 35 Geyer et al. discloses wherein the first 
computer does not store a copy of the first system network object (1|0026 line(s) 1-4, 
teach that the database is optional for storing the objects). 
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10. In regards to claims 23, 29, and 26 Geyer et al. discloses notifying computers 
associated with the shared context when the first computer joins the shared context 
(110026 line(s) 19-21). 

11. In regards to claim 24 Geyer et al. discloses, a computer-readable medium 
containing instructions for sharing system network objects between computers, each 
system network object having multiple copies stored at different computers, by a 

method comprising: 

e. providing a shared context (1|0023 line(s) 11-16), the shared context 
having a number of associated system network objects (fig. 2 #34, 1|0030 line(s) 
1-2); 

f. receiving from a first computer a request to join the shared context (1|0026 
line(s) 16-17, 1|0030 line(s) 14-19, 1|0035 line(s) 8-9, teach that a user can 
request to gain access (join) a shared object (chat session).); 

g. determining whether the first computer has permission to join the shared 
context and if the first computer has permission to join the shared context (1|0039 
line(s) 7-10), granting permission to the first computer to join the shared context 
(110036 line(s) 11-13, 1|0039 line(s) 14-17); and 

h. after the first computer has joined the shared context (1|0026 line(s) 17- 
19), 
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vi. receiving from tlie first computer a request to modify a first system 
networl< object associated witli tine sliared context (1|0035 line(s) 6-8, 
110039 line(s) 5-7); 

vii. determining wlietlier tine first computer lias permission to modify 
the first system networl< object and if tine first computer lias permission to 
modify the first system networl< object (lf0039 line(s) 7-10), granting 
permission to the first computer to modify the first system network object 
(110036 line(s) 11-13, 1|0039 line(s) 14-17); 

viii. when the first computer has been granted permission to modify the 
first system networl< object, determining whether each computer that 
stores a copy of the first system network object (1|0026 line(s) 1-4) as 
indicated by the shared context is available to modify its copy (110041 
line(s) 7-17, 22-25, teach that the client waits before beginning 
modification till after the client response to the request (i.e. 
determining if all the computers are available for modification.).); 

ix. when it is determined that each computer that stores a copy of the 
first system network object is available to modify its copy, synchronizing 
the first system network object by notifying each computer that stores a 
copy of the first system network object of the modification so that each 
computer can modify its copy of the first system network object (1|0025 
line(s) 8-11, 1|0039 line(s) 20-23). 
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12. In regards to claims 25 and 32 Geyer et al. discloses wherein the shared context 
further comprises identifications of computers that store copies of each system network 
object (110025 line(s) 8-11, 1|0027 line(s) 1-2, 5-11) and security permissions indicating 
access rights of computers to the context and the system network objects (fig. 2 #32, 
110023 line(s) 12-15, 110029 line(s) 12). 

1 3. In regards to claim 30 Geyer et al. discloses wherein when at least one computer 
that stores a copy of the first system network object is not available to modify its copy, 
none of the copies of the first system network object are modified (1|0041 line(s) 7-17, 
22-25, teach that the client waits before beginning modification till after the client 
response to the request, Inherently when the client is not available not 
updating/modifying any of the copies.). 

14. In regards to claim 31 Geyer et al. discloses, a computer system for sharing 
system network objects between computers, each network object having multiple copies 
stored at different computers, the system comprising: 

i. a component that provides a shared context (1|0023 line(s) 11-16), the 
shared context having a number of associated system network objects (fig. 2 
#34,110030 line(s)1-2); 

j. a component that receives from a first computer a request to join the 
shared context (1(0026 line(s) 16-17, 1(0030 line(s) 14-19, 1|0035 line(s) 8-9, 
teach that a user can request to gain access (join) a shared object (chat 
session).); 
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k. a component that determines whether the first computer has permission to 
join the shared context and if the first computer has permission to join the shared 
context (110039 line(s) 7-10), granting permission to the first computer to join the 
shared context (110036 line(s) 11-13, 1|0039 line(s) 14-17); 

I. a component that, after the first computer has joined the shared context 
(110026 line(s) 17-19), 

X. receiving from the first computer a request to modify a first system 
network object associated with the shared context (1|0035 line(s) 6-8, 
110039 line(s) 5-7); and 

xi. determines whether the first computer has permission to access the 
first system network object and if the first computer has permission to 
access the first system network object, grants permission to the first 
computer to access the first system network object (1|0032 line(s) 1-6, 
110039 line(s) 7-10); and 

m. a component that synchronizes the copies of the first system network 
object by sending notification to each computer that stores a copy of the first 
network object (1|0025 line(s) 8-11, 1|0039 line(s) 20-23). 

1 5. In regards to claim 34 Geyer et al. discloses a component that associates at least 
one system network object stored on the first computer with the shared context when 
the first computer joins the shared context (1|0029 line(s) 4-12). 
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16. In regards to claim 37 Geyer et al. discloses wherein tlie request to access a first 
system network object includes a request to modify the first system network object 
(110035 line(s) 6-8, 1|0039 line(s) 5-7). 

1 7. In regards to claim 38 Geyer et al. discloses wherein the component that 
synchronizes further comprises: 

n. a component that after the first computer has been granted permission to 
modify the first system network object, determining whether each computer that 
stores a copy of the first system network object (lf0026 line(s) 1-4) as indicated 
by the shared context is available to modify its copy (1|0041 line(s) 7-17, 22-25, 
teach that the client waits before beginning modification till after the client 
response to the request (i.e. determining if all the computers are available 
for modification.).); and 

o. a component that when it is determined that each computer that stores a 
copy of the first system network object is available to modify its copy 
synchronizes the first system network object by notifying each computer that 
stores a copy of the first system network object of the modification so that each 
computer can modify its copy of the first system network object (1|0025 line(s) 8- 
11, TI0039 llne(s) 20-23) and when at least one computer that stores a copy of 
the first system network object is not available to modify its copy, does not modify 
any copies of the first system network object (1|0041 line(s) 7-17, 22-25, teach 
that the client waits before beginning modification till after the client 
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response to the request, inherently when the client is not available not 
updating/modifying any of the copies.). 

Response to Arguments 

18. Applicant's arguments been considered but are moot in view of tine new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to La Juania N. Mouzon whose telephone number is 571- 
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270-3045. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00-5:00, 1st 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Glenton B. Burgess/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2153 
LNM 



